
Important Facts

•  New students must be accepted for admission to be eligible for financial aid.

•  Returning students must reapply each year for financial aid.

•  Divorced, separated, or never married parents must both submit a complete financial aid application. 

All living parents are expected to contribute to their daughter’s Westridge education and complete all paperwork 

required for financial aid.

•  Westridge considers the resources of stepparents in making an award determination. 

How are financial aid decisions made?     All financial aid awarded is based on need and is determined by a detailed 

review of financial data submitted by families. Awards are not made based on academic merit or special talents such as 

athletic or musical abilities.

Will I qualify for assistance?     Every family’s situation is different, and each family is considered individually based 

on all available information. Therefore, it is important that you submit information completely, promptly and accurately. 

There are no “cut-off” levels of income or assets that disqualify a family from receiving aid. Westridge is committed to 

maintaining economic diversity and encourages all families to apply for financial aid if full tuition is unaffordable, or for 

tuition support during periods of temporary hardship.

If I receive assistance for next year, how much will I pay in future years?     Assistance at Westridge is based on 

the data you submit in your annual application. Westridge strives to make your tuition payments consistent from year to 

year.  However, if your family’s financial situation changes, the amount you are expected to pay for tuition each year may 

change.

My daughter is currently enrolled and I have not previously received financial aid, but my circumstances

have changed. Can I apply now?     Yes. Every year, all new and renewal applications are considered individually, so 

that Westridge’s resources can be allocated effectively. Returning families are encouraged to apply if their financial situa-

tion has changed.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT FINANCIAL AID



Why does Westridge need so much information?     Because all of Westridge’s financial aid awards are strictly 

need-based, the Committee feels strongly that it must make fair and reasonable decisions based on each family’s financial 

need. Therefore, it requests information about many financial factors including: number of children in the family, how 

much tuition is paid annually for all of them, housing costs and home equity, other assets, liabilities and expenses. The 

analysis gives consideration to such factors as taxes, medical expenses, the need to save for retirement, and basic living 

expenses.

How much financial aid is granted to a typical family?    There is no “typical” award.  All awards are based on the 

information submitted and each family’s situation is different.  A full grant of tuition is uncommon.

How much money will I be expected to spend on a Westridge education?     Westridge’s financial aid resourc-

es are limited, so we expect that families will contribute to the maximum extent possible. Westridge believes that families 

should contribute equally to tuition at all their childrens’ schools to the extent a family is able to do so. If you pay tuition 

for another child at another school or college, we believe you should pay at least an equivalent amount for your child at 

Westridge.

Does Westridge have a monthly payment plan?     Yes. On Westridge’s monthly payment plan, one-tenth of tuition 

is due each month on the first of the month from May 1 through February 1.  Monthly tuition is paid via direct withdrawal 

from your checking account.  If your family is awarded financial aid, each monthly payment will be reduced by one-tenth 

of your aid award.


